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CHIEF MINISTER
WEST BENGAL
The first West Bengal Human Development Report is an important
research-cum-policy  document.  Economic  development  does  not mean   the   growth   of   income   alone;   genuine   socio-economic development  requires  that  the  quality  of  life  of  our  people  be improved   and   that   the   production   process   and   the   polity   be organised  in  a  just  and  humane  manner.
The Report focuses on the current levels of achievement, the areas of  concern  and  the  possible  ways  of  progress  with  reference  to crucial socio-economic indicators. The purpose of the Report is to provide  an  independent  and  objective  assessment  of  the  status  of human  development  in  the  different  districts  of  West  Bengal  and in  the  State  as  a  whole.  This  assessment  will  help  us  in  deciding inter-sectoral  as  well  as  inter-regional  financial  allocations  within the  State,  and  enable  us  to  identify  areas  that  require  particular policy  attention.  We  intend  to  give  high  priority  to  the  steady
improvement of human development conditions in the State.
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May 12, 2004
(Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee)
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Planning  Commission

India
We  congratulate  the  Government  of  West  Bengal  for  preparing  its first  Human  Development  Report.
West Bengal and Kerala have been considered as important models for   achieving   human   development   through   the   mechanism   of decentralisation   and   land   reforms.   It   is,   therefore,   with   great interest  that  one  reads  the  first  West  Bengal  Human  Development Report  as  a  candid  reflection  of  the  State’s  successes  and  failures.
Land  reforms  and  decentralised  governance  are  considered  as  two pillars of human development. This proposition is validated by the Report  which  also  now  extends  the  debate.  In  its  examination  of the  relationship  between  decentralised  governance,  land  reforms and  human  development,  the  West  Bengal  Human  Development Report opens a new chapter in human development analysis, which would  be  of  interest  to  other  State  and  also  globally.
The  Report  while  documenting  the  success  of  land  reforms  in  the State  that  provided  land  to  the  tillers  and  revitalised  the  rural economy  points  to  certain  limitations  of  the  strategy,  particularly with  respect  to  gender  aspects.
The  Report  also  documents  the  role  of  decentralisation  as  the  key
to  social  mobilisation  and  generation  of  active  local  interest  for
better  utilisation  of  public  services.  It  highlights  the  current  need
of  economic  decentralisation  along  with  decentralised  governance,
that  is,  creation  of  a  stable  macro-economic  environment  at  the community  level.
The  Report  highlights  concerns  of  the  State  with  regard  to  health, education  and  basic  services  and  lays  emphasis  on  creating  social and  physical  infrastructure.  This  would  be  critical  for  the  State’s achievement  of  human  development  goals  as  stated  in  the  Tenth Five-Year  Plan.
We  once  again  felicitate  the  Government  of  West  Bengal  for  this exercise which, along with the follow-up, is important for achieving the human development goals as stated in the Tenth Five-Year Plan for  the  State.
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Rohini  Nayyar
Maxine  Olson
Adviser  (RD),  Planning  Commission
UNDP  Resident  Representative  & Government  of  India

UN  Resident  Coordinator
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