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FOREWORD
A major feature of our understanding of human development is that just
as poverty is multi-dimensional, so are the processes of human self- realisation and social progress. No economic policy that aims at equity and social justice can concentrate on income-enhancement alone.
In India, the basic tasks of nation-building in the socioeconomic sphere have been entrusted to the States. It is an irony of the present situation, particularly after the early 1990s, that as these tasks become ever more urgent, the changing structure of centre-state relations has made it ever more difficult for individual State Governments to craft and implement alternative, independent, people-oriented policies.
Over more than 25 years, the Government of West Bengal has enhanced basic   freedoms   by   implementing   a   programme   of   land   reform, establishing    India’s    first    comprehensive    system    of    democratic decentralisation  and  extending  rural  electrification  and  irrigation.  Its record of secularism and communal harmony must be seen as a major achievement with respect to ensuring human security and freedom in the State. Nevertheless, it is clear that, despite progress, there are many foundational  aspects  of  well-being  and  development  where  we  have very far to go.
Any  government  that  is  committed  to  providing  basic  needs  and enhancing
standards
of
living
needs
continually
to
monitor development  outcomes,  whether  they  be  achievements,  shortfalls  or failures.  We  look  forward  to  being  helped  in  this  regard  by  the publication of the first Human Development Report for the State of West Bengal.
We are grateful to the Planning Commission, Government of India, and the  United  Nations  Development  Programme  for  their  initiative  and participation in the preparation of this Report. We of the Development and  Planning  Department  of  the  Government  of  West  Bengal  were particularly  keen  that  the  Report  not  be  a  routine  departmental document,   but   an   independent   document   based   on   the   shared experience  of  scholars,  policy  makers,  elected  representatives  at  all levels, and other social activists and political workers. The Government entrusted the task of coordinating the research and consultative process and writing the final Report to Professor Jayati Ghosh of the Centre for Economic  Studies  and  Planning,  Jawaharlal  Nehru  University.  Her commendable  efforts  and  the  collective  endeavours  of  all  others associated with this task have made this Report possible.
April 29, 2004
(Nirupam Sen)
Minister-in-Charge
Departments of Commerce & Industries, IR, Public Enterprises and Development & Planning including Uttarbanga Unnayan Affairs & Paschimancahal Unnayan Affairs
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