Press briefing

By : Sri Nirupam Sen, MIC, Development & Planning Department, Government of West Bengal

Date: 12 October, 2004

West Bengal Human Development Report prepared by the State Government in collaboration with Planning Commission of India and UNDP has been declared winner of 2004 UNDP award for Human Development. The Report was selected finally out of 67 nominations received from 40 Countries / regions by a panel of distinguished judges in the category of “ EXELENCE IN QUALITY OF ANALYSIS”. The message was received today from UNDP Country office at New Delhi. The winners will be honoured at a ceremony hosted by UNDP on 15th December in New York. We have been requested to send representative of the State Government for receiving UNDP award.

Though this is a State level Report it contains information of all the districts and brings out comparative status of districts on Human Development aspects. We have seen that some districts are doing well in certain areas while others are yet to pick up. Our next agenda is to prepare district level reports to reflect information at Block level. This will help the planners and implementers at grassroots level to identify thrust areas or areas of concern.

