                          

The Uttarbanga Unnayan Parshad has been set up by the Government of West Bengal under the administrative control of the Development and Planning Department with the object of comprehensive and integrated development of  the six districts of North Bengal viz. Coochbehar, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, Uttar Dinajpur,  Dakshin Dinajpur and Malda in consonance with the policy directions of the State Planning Board and thrust areas of the District Planning Committee of the districts concerned including Siliguri Sub-Division Planning Committee.  It is also the responsibility of the Parshad to formulate and implement schemes for comprehensive development of the districts through the PRIs, the ULBs and other Government and Non-Government Authorities.  The Parshad also closely monitors the planning as well as implementation of developmental schemes in respect of the areas under UUP. 


The composition of the Uttarbanga Unnayan Parshad notified vide No. 1357/DP/P/P-2C-10/2000 dated the 19th June, 2006 is as follows.

	1.
	Chief Minister, West Bengal
	-- Chairman

	2.
	Sri Biswanath Choudhury, Minister-in-Charge

Women & Child Development and Social Welfare, Jails Deptt.
	-- Member

	3.
	Sri Paresh Chandra Adhikary, Minister-in-Charge,

Food & Supplies Department.
	-- Member

	4.
	Sri Srikumar Mukherjee, Minister-in-Charge,

Department of Home, Civil Defence.
	-- Member

	5.
	Sri Debaprasad Roy, MLA, Jalpaiguri


	-- Member

	6.
	Sri Ashok Mondal, MLA, Dinhata


	-- Member

	7.
	Sri Khagen Murmu, MLA, Habibpur


	-- Member

	8.
	Sabhadhipati, Malda Zilla Parishad


	-- Member

	9.
	Sabhadhipati, Dakshin Dinajpur Zilla Parishad


	-- Member

	10.
	Sabhadhipati, Uttar Dinajpur Zilla Parishad


	-- Member

	11.
	Sabhadhipati, Jalpaiguri Zilla Parishad


	-- Member

	12.
	Sabhadhipati, Cooch Behar Zilla Parishad


	-- Member

	13.
	Sabhadhipati, Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad


	-- Member

	14.
	District Magistrate, Malda


	-- Member

	15.
	District Magistrate, Dakshin Dinajpur


	-- Member

	16.
	District Magistrate, Uttar Dinajpur


	-- Member

	17.
	District Magistrate, Jalpaiguri


	-- Member

	18.
	District Magistrate, Cooch Behar


	-- Member

	19.
	District Magistrate, Darjeeling


	-- Member

	20.
	Commissioner, Jalpaiguri Division
	-- Member

     Secretary



The funds released by the State Government and the Central Government in the form of Additional Central Assistance are utilized by the Parshad for implementation of schemes under the following categories :-

Category  I  : Works concerning only Uttarbanga;

Category II : Works done with the discretionary fund of Chairman,                        

                      Uttarbanga    Unnayan   Parsad

Category III : Works to fill up the critical gap of District Plan.

Schemes usually taken up by the Parshad fall under the following sectors :

1) Agriculture & Minor Irrigation;

2)  Irrigation & Food Control;

3) Soil conservation;

4) Industry-Small Scale and agro-based Industries;

5) Infrastructure Development-Road, Bridges, Culvert & Drain etc.

6) System equipment-Power supply

7) Education Sector; Construction of Schools & Colleges

8) Health Infrastructure for improvement of health services and health care facilities.

 Among the schemes taken up for execution include construction of roads, bridges, renovation of school buildings, Dak Bungalows, Cancer Hospital, T.B. Hospital, construction of Anganwadi centers and sub-centres, Sishu Siksha Kendra, sinking of tube-wells for drinking water and shallow tubewells for minor irrigation, soil conservation and protection against erosion, electrification of villages, bank protection along the rivers etc.

 Ever since the Parshad has come into existence a total amount of Rs. 22891.79 lakh has been released in its favour including ACA of Rs. 3500.00 lakh out of which an amount of Rs. 15308.88 lakh has been expended upto 31st December, 2007. An amount of Rs. 2000.00 lakh under RIDF-XIII has been allotted in 2007-2008.

During 2005-2006, against the Budget Provision of Rs. 2200.00 lakh, an amount of Rs. 3200.00 lakh was released in favour of UUP inclusive of Rs. 1000 lakh as ACA and Rs. 900 lakh as special grant to Coochbehar district.  With this amount 304 schemes  in six districts have been undertaken at a cost of Rs. 3066.94 lakh.

 During 2006-2007 against the Budget Provision of Rs. 1500.00 lakh under State Plan, Rs. 4200.00 lakh was released to UUP.  This was inclusive of Rs. 1000.00 lakh under ACA Rs. 1254.00 lakh had been allotted under Area Development, Rs. 1570.67 lakh had been allotted against the provision of Rs. 850.00 lakh under SCP and Rs. 375.33 lakh  had  been  allotted  against  the  provision  of  Rs.  200.00  lakh  under  TSP through augmentation of fund. The UUP has released a total fund of Rs. 4167.33 lakh to 6 districts for implementation of 405 schemes.

In total, 1601 schemes have been undertaken by UUP since inception, 1250 schemes have already been completed upto December, 2007, 186 schemes are under progress and 164 schemes are yet to start in different districts.  Out of the  schemes 305 schemes are in Urban areas and 1286 schemes  in Rural areas. 

Allotment and Utilisation of funds from 2000-2001 to 2006-2007 ( as on 31.12.2007). 

	District
	Total Fund released by UUP to districts

(Rs. in lakh)
	Expenditure

(Rs. in lakh)
	% of utilization of fund
	Rank

	Cooch Behar
	4713.00
	3851.17
	81.71
	3

	Jalpaiguri
	5105.26
	3182.65
	62.34
	6

	Darjeeling
	2185.53
	1978.04
	90.50
	1

	Uttar Dinajpur
	2981.04
	2310.78
	77.51
	4

	Dakshin Dinajpur
	2069.52
	1808.38
	87.38
	2

	Malda
	3306.60
	2297.54
	69.48
	5

	Grand Total
	20360.95
	1542.56
	75.77
	


During 2007-2008 Rs. 3000.00 lakh has been released in favour of UUP against the
Budget Provision  on of Rs. 1500.00 lakh.

As regards RIDF, Rs. 2000.00 lakh has been earmarked under RIDF-XII during 2007

2008. 17 Schemes for Rs. 1985.50 lakh has been submitted for inclusion under RIDF

2009. XII.  Out of 17 schemes, 8 schemes have been approved by NABARD under

2010. RIDF-XII. The funds under RIDF are to spent on developmental schemes of

2011. the six North Bengal districts.

The District wise Physical progress in respect of schemes under UUP is mentioned below 

	District
	No of Schemes accepted
	Schemes completed
	Schemes under progress
	Schemes yet to be started

	Coochbehar
	289
	239
	25
	25

	Jalpaiguri
	376
	261
	67
	48

	Darjeeling
	149
	126
	12
	11

	Uttar Dinajpur
	224
	195
	10
	19

	Dakshin Dinajpur
	236
	205
	27
	4

	Malda
	327
	224
	45
	58
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