
Introduction

The Planning Cell of the Development & Planning Department assists in formulating the Annual Plan of the State and takes care of all Plan related matters, including its publication and monitoring. This Cell formulates Annual Plans and Five-Year Plans in consonance with the guidelines of the Planning Commission and the State Planning Board and in collaboration with all the other Plan implementing Departments 
of the State Government. 
The Approach Paper for the Eleventh Five Year Plan 

The Approach to the Eleventh Five Year Plan for West Bengal, the first of its kind in the State, was prepared and published. This Approach aimed to ensure all-inclusive growth and focussed on all-round human development. It also highlights inclusive growth for SCP and TSP. Separate Gender and Children Plans are also to be incorporated at the decentralized level.
Annual Plan 2007-08 

The Annual Plan of 2007-08 was prepared and published, after Working Group meetings at the Planning Commission and required interactions thereafter with all the partner departments of the State and incorporation of their respective plan components. The outlay for the Annual Plan of 2007-08, as approved by the Planning Commission, was Rs. 915000/ - lakh. However, the budgeted Plan outlay for 2007-08 was fixed at Rs. 968319/- lakh. The Annual Plan outlay for 2008-09, fixed at Rs 11602.38 core was 

furnished in a meeting held in 06.02.2008 at Planning Commission. 

Budgeted Plan Schemes, 2007-08 

The Budgeted Plan Schemes of West Bengal for 2007-08, showing sector-wise details of Plan Schemes, have been prepared and published to assist proper coordination, monitoring and programme convergence at all levels. These Budgeted Plan Schemes have been shared with all Plan implementing departments. It helped the District Planning Committees to identify district sector plan schemes. Separate budgeted Plans for SCP, TSP, Gender and Children have also been published. 
Eleventh Five Year Plan 

The Eleventh Five Year Plan for West Bengal, spanning the period from 2007-2012, is at its final stage with the State Planning Board. The size of the Eleventh Five Year Plan for West Bengal has been fixed at Rs. 63,77,900/- lakh.  
District Plan for 2008-09 

The MIC, Development & Planning, took a video conference on 24.09.07 with a select group of Chairmen of District Planning Committees and the District Magistrates, on the process of district planning and its priority fixation based on ‘The Approach to the Eleventh Five Year Plan for West Bengal’, along with emerging problems at the district level. He also emphasized the human development aspects to be accorded uppermost consideration by all the District Planning Committees.

The Department issued guidelines for district planning for 2008-09 and participated in the District Planning Committees’ meetings. The draft District Plans 2008-09 are under process of finalization at the level of different District Plan Committees. 
Additionally, detailed Bengali formats were devised and circulated to all the districts. Extensive meetings were also held with all the district officials for District Plans, focussing on Human Development, and the Plans for SCP, TSP, Gender and Children components. 
A total fund of Rs. 95,80,000/- has been allotted to all the districts for the preparation of the District Annual Plans of 2008-09.
Rastiya Krisi Vikash Yojana / District and State Agricultural Plans

The Department facilitated the RKVY Plan for 2007-08, at Rs. 54.93 crore. Meeting were held in Kolkata, Burdwan, Malda and Siliguri to facilitate preparation of schemes under RKVY. The Department also organized regional meetings for preparation of District Agricultural Plans including programmes under comprehensive District and State RKVY Plans for 2008-09. 
Meetings and Workshops

A good number of meetings and workshops were held during the year for formulation of District Plans, Annual Plans and the State Eleventh Five Year Plan. These meetings and workshops have highlighted inclusive growth including SCSP, TSP, Gender and Children Plan and dedicated schemes like BRGF and RKVY. 

The Department also organized a second Half-yearly Performance Review meeting of the Annual Plan 2006-07 by the Planning Commission and also a Review meeting on District Plan, 2008-09 and District Agriculture Plan, among others.
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